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Nick Renshaw and the 
Aularian Connection
The transition between the Hall and the 
world of work is, for most of us, quite a 
jump.  I understand the temptation to put 
my three years at Oxford neatly ‘behind me’, 
but then again I am still really interested in 
what students at the College are doing now 
whilst I am taking my place in the wider 
Aularian community.

The SEH Association along with our 
hard-working supporters in the College 
Development Offi ce are here to help - 
ensuring that the Aularian network is strong 
and active and that we are still, in one way 
or another, connected to life at the Hall.
I am glad that I chose to attend the 65th 
London Dinner of the Association.  It was a 
chance to meet with a group of friends of 
whom I sadly do not see enough nowadays, 
and also to see dozens of Aularians across 
the years that I found I had a great deal in 
common with, beyond the obvious College 

connections.  The night was a roaring 
success and was one to rival any similar 
event held during my time at College 
– almost indistinguishable from a Cuppers 
Dinner! The Association, although abundant 
in spirit, is short on numbers across some 
of the years. There is a black hole between 
those who have recently graduated and 
those who are getting to the point in their 
lives where they feel it timely to reconnect 
with the Hall.  Great opportunities are there 
for us all to make the most of what the 
network has to offer and it is important that 
we all chip in to keep in touch with one 
another and work to make the activities of 
the Association and the College a success 
for another generation. 

This can be done in two ways. First, do 
make sure that you are registered with 
‘Aularian Connect’. This piece of web-based 
gadgetry is an immediate point of contact 
between you, the Aularian community and 
the Hall. A bit of imagination will enable you 

to reap the benefi ts of the system as well 
making the community more robust.

Secondly, volunteer to be a Year Group 
Leader. It is only expected that you contact 
or keep in touch with old friends and 
acquaintances from the Hall, and perhaps 
those in subject groups or sporting groups.  
You can adjust what you do to your own 
style and group. This will ensure that 
everyone is kept up to speed with the 
activities of the Aularians and the College. 
We need resourceful and willing Aularians to 
spend some time helping the College out.  

If you would be prepared to get involved, 
email me (n.renshaw@bham.ac.uk) or Will 
Hatcher (whatcher@morrisandco.com) or ring 
the St Edmund Hall Development Offi ce on 
01865 289180.

Nick Renshaw (SEH 2001), SEHA Committee 

The Hall at Henley – 
40 Years On
During the later years of the 1950s and the 
early 1960s, Hall rowing was in its heyday 
through the skill, strength and dedication of 
fi ne strong oarsmen. They were well selected 
and worked, with the aid of generous 
coaches and donations of boats, to build 
a powerful reputation.  The chant “Hall for 
Head” pervaded the period.  By 1965 not 
only were all of the fi rst three Summer Eights 
crews better than the fi rst eights of many 

colleges, but the Hall also fl oated no less 
than the record number of eight boats – after 
losing a ninth in qualifying!  Henley Royal 
Regatta in 1965 was remarkable both for the 
Hall and Oxford rowing. The Hall won the 
Ladies’ Plate VIIIs and the Visitors’ IVs.

Duncan Clegg arranged an informal reunion, 
which included the Hall 1965 Henley crews, 
in the Stewards’ Enclosure at the 2005 
Regatta. Faultless displays of timing, energy 
and discipline were limited to performances 
at lunch!  Gathered for photographs were 

Duncan Clegg, Hugh Thomas, Ed Gould, 
Darrell Barnes and Will Hatcher.  Sean Morris 
escaped the lens and is represented in 
absentia by The Hat.

Aularian Careers Advice
Upon leaving the Hall, Daniel Cormack 
(SEH 1999) felt it to be the end of an era. 
He entered the fi lm industry working on 
script development at the UK Film Council 
Development Fund, and subsequently set up 
a company – Actaeon Films – with the aim of 
developing and producing theatrical motion 
pictures.

A script for his current project, ‘Amelia and 
Michael’, came to Daniel via an executive 
at Film and General Productions (Tea with 
Mussolini). He took the script through ten 
drafts and started to feel the fi lm coming 
together. Sending out the script to agents, 
fi nanciers and distributors was a nerve-
racking process, however in a short space 
of time he garnered interest from major 
distributors, sales agents and actor Anthony 
Head (Giles -Buffy the Vampire Slayer; Prime 

Minister - Little Britain). 

Though production was going well, many 
issues came up that Daniel had never 
encountered before, and he realised he 
needed someone to answer his questions.  
Luckily, he remembered talking with the 
Bursar about careers advice offered by 
fellow Aularians. The Development Offi ce 
put him in touch with Richard Johns, (SEH 
1983) producer of the Oscar-nominated fi lm 
‘Shadow of the Vampire’. He found Richard 
to be a valuable and inspiring source of 
information, enthusiastic about helping new 
talent in the industry. Richard agreed to act 
as Executive Producer of the fi lm, and with an 
established and respected fi gure on board, 
Daniel raised the funds to shoot on the 
preferred 35mm format. Shooting fi nished in 
November and the fi lm is currently in post-
production; it will hopefully be fi nished in 

time for the March deadline of the Cannes 
Film Festival. 

Many Aularians have already very kindly 
volunteered to offer careers advice to current 
students or fellow Aularians just starting out 
in their fi eld.  If you would like to volunteer 
please log on to www.aularianconnect.com 
and sign up or contact the Development 
Offi ce. 

MARIANNE I. VAN ABBE DANIEL (LEFT) DIRECTING 
ANTHONY HEAD ON LOCATION 
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